
  
 

 

 

LTC (Ret) James P. Coughlin 

 

Lieutenant Colonel Coughlin enrolled in Arlington State College in 1956.  He graduated as a 

member of the college’s charter class in August 1961, with a BA in history.  Upon graduation, he 

was commissioned a Second Lieutenant in the United States Army’s artillery branch and 

immediately entered active duty. 

Colonel Coughlin’s career assignments included: Forward Observer, Executive Officer, and 

Commander of Battery A, 1st Battalion, 78th Field Artillery, 2nd Armored Division at Fort Hood, 

Texas; Member, Special Operations Group, Military Assistance Command in Vietnam; Senior 



Aide to Commanding General, U.S. Army Area Command in Germany; Secretary General Staff, 

U.S. Army, Berlin Brigade; Executive Officer, 4th Battalion, 9th Infantry, 25th Infantry Division in 

Vietnam; Director, General Staff, U.S. Army, Berlin; Commander, Battery D, 1st Battalion, 51st 

Field Artillery (Pershing) in Germany; Commandant of Cadets, East Central University, SROTC 

Program; Chief of Protocol, United Nations Command in the Republic of Korea; and Director, 

Doctrinal Management Division, U.S. Army Combined Arms Center in Fort Leavenworth, 

Kansas. 

Colonel Coughlin’s military awards include the Legion of Merit, the Bronze Star Medal with “V” 

device and three oak leaf clusters, the Purple Heart, the Meritorious Service Medal with two 

oak leaf clusters, the Army Commendation Medal with two oak leaf clusters, the Air Medal with 

“4” device, the Republic of Vietnam Cross of Gallantry with palm, the Republic of Vietnam Honor 

Medal with palm, and the Combat Infantryman’s Badge.  He also has the Parachutist Badge 

with bronze star, the Air Assault Badge, the Air Crew Member’s Badge, the Special Forces Tab, 

the Presidential Unit Citation, the Valorous Unit Citation, the Meritorious Unit Citation, and 

numerous other service and combat awards. 

Upon retiring from active military service in 1982, Colonel Coughlin took the position of Senior 

Army Instructor of the new JROTC program at Plano East Senior High School in Plano, Texas.  

The unit was awarded the designation of Honor Unit in 1985 and soon attained the prestigious 

position of becoming an Honor Unit with Distinction, which it continues to hold today.  In 1995 

Colonel Coughlin became the JROTC Coordinator for the Plano Independent School District, 

and then the Director of Army Instruction in 2003. 

Colonel Coughlin has remained in touch with the Military Science Department of the University 

of Texas at Arlington.  He is a life member of the Sam Houston Rifles Alumni Association, a 

charter member of the Cadet Corps Advisory Committee, and the Cadet Corp Alumni Chapter 

(CCAC), a past president of CCAC, a past director of curriculum for the Military Science 

Department, and a member of the UTA Alumni Association’s Board of Directors. 

Colonel Coughlin and his wife, the former Mary Lou (Childress) Waddell, reside in Plano. Their 

family includes nine children and eleven grandchildren. 



OBITUARY 

 

James Patrick Coughlin 

March 8, 1938 – October 16, 2021 

IN THE CARE OF 

Ted Dickey Funeral Home 

Lieutenant Colonel James (Jim) Patrick Coughlin, U.S. Army, Ret., passed away peacefully on 

October 16, 2021, in Plano, Texas, at the age of 83. 

Born March 8, 1938, to Martha Mae and WWII veteran Joseph Patrick, he determined at an 

early age to follow in his father’s footsteps in defense and service of our country. 

Upon graduating from Sunset High School in 1956, he attended Arlington State College (now 

the University of Texas at Arlington), graduating with a BA in History as part of the charter class 

in 1961. He was then commissioned in the United States Army, spending the next 21 years 

serving in Vietnam, Germany, Korea, and various posts in the United States, accumulating 

many awards and accolades. He retired from active duty in 1982. 

After retiring from active duty, he took the position of Senior Army Instructor of the newly formed 

JROTC program at Plano East Senior High School, eventually becoming the JROTC 

Coordinator for the Plano Independent School District. Colonel Coughlin spent the next 22 years 

applying the knowledge he learned in the military to shape the future of many young men and 

women. 

His devotion to country and passion for teaching were only surpassed by his love of family. He 

was a devoted husband, father, mentor, and friend. 

Colonel Coughlin was preceded in death by his parents and his sister, Kathy Wood. He is 

survived by his wife, Mary Lou (Childress) Waddell Coughlin; children John Coughlin, Melissa 

Calhoon, Linda Roberts and husband Jeff, April Ford and husband Jeral, and Joel Coughlin; as 

well as step-daughters Jennifer Ruhman and husband Kevin, Melissa Saylors and husband 

David, Susanna Milam and husband Mitchell, and Lauralee Cornuaud and husband Donny. 

Additionally, he was Papa to 16 grandchildren and three great-grandchildren. 

A celebration of life will be held at 11:00 a.m. on Monday, November 1, 2021, at Parkway Hills 

Baptist Church, 2700 Dallas Parkway, Plano, TX, with a graveside service at 3:15 p.m. at the 

Dallas-Fort Worth National Cemetery in Dallas, TX. 

In lieu of flowers, the family requests donations be made to the Wounded Warrior Project and/or 

Alzheimer’s research. 
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