
  
 

MG (Ret) John R. Hinton 

 

Major General Hinton attended North Texas Agricultural College (NTAC) from 1940-1942 and is 

honored for a long and distinguished military career in the U.S. Air Force.  General Hinton was 

born in Crawfordsville, Arkansas, and attended high school in Grand Prairie, Texas, where he 

graduated. After attending NTAC, Hinton entered the Army Air Corps in February 1943 as an 



aviation cadet and subsequently received his pilot wings and commission as a Second 

Lieutenant in April 1944.  He completed his B-26 transition training at Laughlin Field, Texas. 

During World War II, General Hinton served as a B-26 pilot with the 397th Bombardment Group 

of the 9th Air Force in France and Holland.  He flew 35 combat missions with 135 combat hours 

in the European Theater.  In July 1946, he returned to the United States and was released from 

active duty into the Air Force Reserve as a Captain.  In May 1948, he returned to active duty 

and served as Squadron Commander at Bolling Air Force Base, Washington, D.C., until 1951 

when he entered the University of Maryland.  He earned his Bachelor of Science degree and 

then was assigned to Naples, Italy as an Operations Staff Officer with the Commander in Chief, 

South (NATO).  General Hinton completed Air Command and Staff School at Maxwell Air Force 

Base, Alabama in 1955 and went on to B-29 and C-97 transition training.  He was assigned to 

the 310th Bombardment Wing of the Strategic Air Command of the 28th Air Refueling 

Squadron, Commander of the 77th Bombardment Squadron, Deputy Commander for 

Operations of the 28th Bombardment Wing, Deputy Base Commander of March Air Force Base, 

California, Chief of Operations Plans Division, and later Assistant Deputy Chief of Staff for 

Operations at Headquarters, Fifteenth Air Force. 

During the Vietnam conflict, General Hinton served as Commander, 307th Strategic Wing at U-

Tapao Thai Air Force Base, Thailand with responsibility for all B-52 and KC-135 aircraft based 

in Southeast Asia in support of the Seventh Air Force and the Military Assistance Command 

Vietnam (MACV).  He flew 42 combat missions and logged over 300 flying hours in B-52 and 

KC-135 aircraft.  Upon his return, General Hinton assumed duties as the Chief of Staff, Fifteenth 

Air Force, March Air Force Base, California.  He was appointed Inspector General of the 

Strategic Air Command in 1973 after he returned to the Fifteenth Air Force as Vice Commander. 

General Hinton retired on 30 May 1975 after more than 32 years of military service.  His awards 

and decorations include the Distinguished Service Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster, Legion of Merit 

with Oak Leaf Cluster, Distinguished Flying Cross, Air Medal with eight Oak Leaf Clusters, Air 

Force Commendation Medal with seven Oak Leaf Clusters, Distinguished Unit Citation Emblem, 

Air Force Outstanding Unit Award Ribbon with three Oak Leaf Clusters, Good Conduct Medal 

and the Vietnamese Cross of Gallantry with Palm.  Major General Hinton’s dedicated and 

exemplary service to his country bring credit upon himself, The University of Texas at Arlington, 

and The United States Air Force. 



Obituary 

RIVERSIDE MAJOR GENERAL JOHN R. HINTON, JR. (USAF, ret.) Age 90, resident of 

Riverside, California for 34 years, passed away 01/05/2010 at Riverside Community Hospital, 

due to a longterm illness. John was born in Crawfordsville, Arkansas. He served 32 years in the 

Air Force, earning the rank of Major General, where he received the Distinguished Flying Cross. 

He earned his B.S. at the University of Maryland and was a member of the Elks. John is 

survived by his wife, Myra Hinton; daughter, Nicla Jack (Scott) of North Shore, CA; son, Jay 

Thompson (Cheryl) of Foothill Ranch, CA; 5 grandchildren and 1 great-grandchild. Funeral 

Services at The Grove Community Church, 19900 Grove Community Dr., Riverside, CA, 92508 

on Friday, 01/15/10 at 11am and burial with full military honors at Riverside National Cemetery 

at 12:45pm, Assembly Area #9. PRESTON AND SIMONS MORTUARY FUNERAL 

DIRECTORS (951) 683-7410 

https://www.legacy.com/us/obituaries/pressenterprise/name/john-hinton-obituary?id=22072634  
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